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ABSTRACT

Ramapada Chowdhury adopted human psychology inwhitings. In his novel Bahiri he tried to exploreow the
characterBangshi was treated as an outsider ingpleere of the upper-class privileged society. He t@me from a low
descent and that was why he was always treatedlgervant. He was excluded from the society arglosasidered to be
an outsider to the people with whom he lived. Bsiplarsuing of studies and his wisdom were considles a threat to the
others as they thought that Bangshi had transgiese boundary. Here the casteism could be refieict¢his novel.
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INTRODUCTION

Ramapada Chowdhury adopts human psychology inelugre of literary works. The theme of human comipjeis recurrent
in his writing. After his deattDeshpne of the prominent literary journal has dedicatedirst few pages to this writer. There
it is said about the writer in the editorial colurivat Ramapada Chowdhury with his piercing obsemadf middle-class
society and middle-class values tries hard to conteof these unending cobweb(Sengupta 11). Inrtbisel Bahiri, the
novelist probes into the complexities of relatidpsiind in this process, an angle of casteism cdiebleed out. This article
would unravel the marginalized character or baBiaingshi’s relation with his members of his foséther as depicted in this
novel. This is an attempt to analyse why the bahitieated only with the pity not with the equakjion of others and why

his accession to the spheres of knowledge and ationpbecomes so intolerable for the others.

The title of the novel itself indicates a sensexilusion or the marginalisation of one, and ihgs out the class-
caste divisions in the society. Bangshi is bahirithe literal sense of the term as Sanjoy's paréiudhamoy and
Dayamoyi have brought him to their house. Thereg8anis reared up with Sanjoy and Jhuma, the sayad-ahildren.
Bangshi is there in the house but, as if, everydatws that he is not like them. There is a digpdretween Bangshi and
the other children. Although Sanjoy’s parents wyfulfil this gap, but it remains. Bangshi is baliir the metaphorical
sense of the term as he is the person who is allikesan outsider to Sanjoy’s family or the territoof the privileged
Hindu class. He is a marginal figure of the socityhe comes from a low descent. Bangshi is foarmtbegging on the
street and Dayamoyi brought him with them. A lirfecasteism is revealed along with this idea of ibatHe is not the
‘other’ in the sense ofthe postcolonial societyareling the other in terms of the white and non-whibat is, white, the
self and non-white, the other. Arun Prabha Mukleeije her essay “First World Readers, Third WorldxtT8ome
Thoughts about Theory and Pedagogy” says that ribetutionalization of postcolonial theory creag@®blems. The

theory then only looks at the situation of coloisial. It sees the native as a singular homogenined But it overlooks the
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fractures with which the natives are divided likass, caste, race, gender etc. The canonizatigrosttolonial theory
becomes inadequate to reveal the other dominatibat are posed in effect of caste and gender(MydkdeB—
7).Mukherjee says that the postcolonial societytignst conducted by the condition of colonialisithere are other
conditionsthat lead to the exploitative phenoménhas to focus on the different specificities tdatermine the colonial
situation.In this novel, the colonialism regardihg caste is highlighted. So, the constitutive bawof the postcolonial
literature keep changing. Here in this novel, thebes are formed in the context of caste pradtidaedia. The binary of
‘untouchable’ and the privileged Hindu class is temtral crux of the narrative. Bangshi is a stid8ld so the child is
excluded to the margins of the society. Caste is liee exploitative phenomena in this text. Kandaiah in “Why | am
not a Hindu” shows that his subject constitutiomsists of the casteism in India. His position i$ that of the colonised
like is found in the postcolonial literature colser white and colonised non-white. But for lllaidhe binaries of the
postcolonial change and it becomes the binary ioflpged class and Dalitbahujan (llaiah 14). lilis saying that caste
determines his subject position. Bangshi also cdinoes a low and unknown descent. In the text, gasl that Bangshi's
mother has sold her child to a beggar and he hbapdeggar named Nulo to beg as Nulo has no haS8dsBangshi is
called ‘hatud [helping hand] (Chowdhury 316). It is Dayamoyi whanes him Bangshi. The narrativeRdhiri is written
in a format of flashback where the present agedgBlainsuddenly comes to Sanjoy’'s house where hes katea time.
Sanjoy and others cannot expect him; they think tia expected may be one of their relatives (Chawy 305). But
Bangshi’'s entering into the house asbaliri” (outsider) is symbolic as his advent in theirebvas someone who is not
expected. Bangshi's entrance to the room can lgedikhreat to their comfort zone(room), posing r@ahalso to their
existence. This threat is evident as Sanjoy fingseaence of arrogance in Bangshi's appearanceamersation. Sanjoy
says that through Bangshi's gestures, the souhégdfoots, his outfit and his smartness, it is entdhat Bangshi has been
transformed completely. Sanjoy thinks that thisi¢farmation happens since a long time but he cdnmagine that
Bangshi can be transformed in this way. He thihied Bangshi is now to him as nothing but an embedinof arrogance
and vanityChowdhury 306). In fact, his sister, Jhuma is gettirritated with Bangshi’'s presence (Chowdhury )305
Sanjoy thinks that Bangshi comes there to show tbirhis affluence and bright prospect in futureldre does not find a
tint of gratefulness in Bangshi (Chowdhury 306)vidg a low descent, he progresses in life and ahabys Sanjoy. He
asks for gratefulness as his parents have proBdedjshi with food, shelter, and everything. AndSsmjoy demands a
long-term submission from Bangshi. And if that hapg that would be of no issue. But Bangshi corad®ld a position
which is equal to them and this becomes a thretitebm. The narrative unfolds itself as Sanjoy réo#gtes their going to
a pilgrimage, their noticing of Bangshi and thaiinging Bangshi along with them. When he is broudletis condemned
as a dirty, shabby boy. He is considered to beupall In “The Doctor and the Saint” written by Adlvati Roy, which is
added to the first section of the bo@dgnihilation of Casteshe says that the top of the caste “pyramid iisickered pure
and has plenty of entitlements. The bottom is aersid polluted and has no entitlements but plehtiutes” (Roy 15). In
Bahiri, at first Bangshi is seen contemptuously as lieeisintouchable, as if, his skin pores emit pastutiin Annihilation
of Caste Roy also discusses how varna is based on the &t not on the guna with the reference of “chatura”
system that gives birth the system of caste. Shevstihat outside the varnas are the avarna castesAti-Shudras,
subhumans, arranged in hierarchies of their owr:thiwuchables, the Useable, the Unapproachable”®yyBangshi is
the untouchable. Like the other untouchables henbagght to enter into the mainstream society kool the upper-Hindu
class belongs. He is insignificant one as he beldoghe avarna castes. This motif is repeatediyt@d out in the novel
through the incidents like he has not even a nagfierd getting the name Bangshi, or the beggarlisccthe ‘adhikar?’
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(controller) of that unnamed boy though the beggay not be the actual guardian of him (Chowdhur$)3Even when
he is brought to the home, he is trained to becarmaman being and this point out that Bangshi issiciered by them as
not a human one according to their definition @nstard human beings. But the hierarchised dichotstiiyworks on
their minds and that is found when Sanjoy hesitedezll him as ¢hakar”(servant) but he objects to call him Madhu ,as
if, the name itself is not categorised for a persie Bangshi (Chowdhury 317) Even Madhushudhawotler servant of
their house imagines himself a member of high pupid expresses his disdain to touch Bangshi,, deikeems to be

polluting (Chowdhury 318)

But when Bangshi gets a job and overcomes his gsinfieal hurdles successfully Sanjoy finds it anngyin the
introductory section of the bodknnihilation of CasteRoy shows that Ambedkar writes in Gujrati jourivajibon, “To
destroy the caste system and adopt the Westerrp&maosocial system means that Hindus must givéneiptinciple of
hereditary occupation which is the soul of the €aststem” (qtd in Ambedkar:16). In the text, Brajbb says that the upper
middle-class Hindus are predestined to get a jodminkind of service whereas the intruder, Bangkuld beaccustomed
with any technical job. (Chowdhury 328) They sholédtrained in technical profession but the jolesanly the territory of
the privileged Hindus. And in this sense Bangsagsession to the sphere of the occupation mayttzmsgression to them.
So Sanjoy cannot admit that Bangshi is doing béttdris service or he is studying management (Chowd 306). His
association with knowledge and wisdom becomes guijp@ssible just like it is epistemologically imgilde to have Eklabya
as a better archer than Arjuna. Eklabya belondgisetdower class of hunters and for this he is tefby Dronacharyya. But
when he is found practising archery, Dronacharyydetstands that he is more skilful than Arjuna asdEklabya admits
Dronacharyya as his guru, so he asks for a saerifle is ordered to cut his thumb and to dedi¢dtehis guru (“The Story
of Eklavya and Dronacharya”). Actually, it is emgélly impossible to accept a sudra as a thinkbkatTs how knowledge is
structured and the upper class of the society isidered to be epitome of knowledge. This is disedsin the book
Annihilation of Caste There Roy says that the knowledge is colonisedhbyupper-class Hindus and through this they
maintain the caste system. She recounts here hobedkar’'s older brothers were not allowed to leaansRrit because it is
the language of the Vedas (Roy 53-54). In this h@&e&ngshi wishes to study more and his portraga person of wisdom
is almost like a threat to Sanjoy. This is a traesgion on the part of Bangshi as he tries to biteakarna system that says
that varna is based on birth notguma.So, Bangshi though is depicted in the novel aseavledgeable person, but he cannot
wipe out the stigma that is associated with himerkliis surnamedthikari’ bears this mark that he comes out from a low
descent as the beggar who controls him, is céddikari” (Chowdhury 335). When he joins in the post of GiMSanjoy’'s
office, it becomes the most unwanted fact for hinlast, he resigns the post and leaves. Still #hassumes that he leaves
as he is afraid of being exposed by Sanjoy aseatstid (Chowdhury 361-362). In a film, call@ddiots,there a boy named
Rancho is a very bright student. But as he conms f low descent, he studies in the school seci#lyRancho’s father
works under a rich high-class person so the sdhatfrich one actually utilises the OpportunitynB®ao does his all studies
on behalf of that boy. One day it is discovered wedrich person orders this to continue and keegsndition that the degree
has to be submitted to his son. In this film, latkien Rancho’s two friends come to find him in thatise knowing that he is
the heir of that house, they find that in the pietRancho is replaced by another person. Laterdtssydiscover the actual

thing (3 Idiots imdb.con). Here also the caste angle is very predominatfieilm.
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CONCLUSIONS

Ramapada Chowdhury is that rare litterateur whackes himself with a minute inner sight and whacdigers a
story of life in an apparent storyless society. I[Rartition, freedom and aftermath of war and ésst@re the recurrent topics
of his compositions. This is one of the approadfdeoking at this novel. Researches can open fipreint prospects in this
field to read how a voice is subjugated underdhiste practise of this society. This novel is #stitnonial of the society that

shows the readers how a marginalised charactdplsasrender to the casteism of the society.
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